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A Serial or Instruction Inviting Grave Research, So. 7. 
Upon reaosnable grounds, a decision made or 
baaed upon the spirit of the Gospel, must of necee- 
iity be as enduring as the Gospel itself ; and its re- 
vision would be as absurd as to revise the Gospel, 
or the spirit of the Gospel. 

Again, should a church conference make one 
single mistake in interpreting the spirit of the 
Gospel, it is likely to make a dozen, a hundred, or 
a thousand mistakes of the same character. 

The most conclusive testimony that a church Aim 
made suoh mistakes, is its own confession when it 
reverses its decision, or on a given date declares 
a thing right and proper that it at a previous date, 
decided as wrong, and contrary to the Gospel. 

The decisions being mandatory, it would involve 
the absurdity of holding a member in full fellow- 
ship to-day, for what it expelled members,, one 
year ago, and the doctrine of your church, main- 
taining that positive membership in the German 
Baptist organization, is absolutely essential to sal- 
vation, involves the still grosser fallacy that your 
conference can make and cancel conditions of sal- 
vation. 

That my position is not misstated, I wilL refer 
you incidentally to the fact that a penitent be- 
liever in all your God- ordained doctrines, comes 
to the Brethren church and receives trine immer- 
sion, in form and design strictly as you believe, 
practice, and administer it ; yet, before you will 
recognize such an individual as a Christian, you 
compel him or her to submit to another baptism; 
identical in character with the first, only adminis- 
tered by one of your ministers. In other words, 
you in effect add the parenthetical clause attacbad 
to the following scripture ; viz : "He that believ- 
eth and is baptized, (by a German .Baptist minis- 
ter) shall be saved," 

Making your decisions mandatory, and making 
them "the rule," with the penalty of expulsion at- 
tached for their infringement, is making them de- 
cidedly mandatory, of necessity makes fhem con- 
ditions of salvation as effectively as any command 
of Christ or inspired apostle. It makes the decis- 
ion of Annual Meeting and the Gospel equal as re- 
lates to the essence of salvation without a single 
qualification. This being the case, if we can prove 
by the confession of Annual Meeting herself that 
she has made mistakes it necessarily reduces the 
contingencies of salvation to strict obedience to a 
mistake or erroi; because, while the mistaken or 
erroneous interpretation of Annual Meeting is in 
force, (and it must remain in force at least one year 
before it can be repealed) and, therefore, "the rule" 
if it be disobeyed, expulsion results, and death re- 
sulting during the year, must be death out of the 
church, and consequent damnation. Upon this 
heretical peg hangs the German Baptist church 
today. No system of logic can deny this fact. 
Not even the fact that the decision "must be ac- 
cording to the Gospel, or meaning of the Gospel," 
for herein the interpretation may be supposed to 
be according to the meaning of the Gospel, and 
yet not be so in fact. \t it be according to the 
Gospel, it is wholly redundant and unnecessary 
The Gospel is sufficient without it and cannot be 
made more obligatory by the decision. 

The very fact that a committee was appo'nted 
to revise the minutes, discarding "obsolete decis- 
ions," mark the language — obsolete decisions — 
proves unmistakably that errors were committed ; 
ergo; may be committed. The Gospel, or the 
spirit or meaning of the Gospel never become ob- 
solete ; and the fact that there are obsolete decis- 
ions proves that there were erroneous decisions, 
and th« fact that there were erroneous decisions, 
presupposes the probability that there are now, 
and will hereafter be erroneous decisions; and, yet, 
an erroneous decision is "the rule," must be obeyed, 
without, which, expulsion is the penalty, and expul- 
sion is (he penalty, and expulsion in intended to 
signify loss of heaven. 

You do not, perhaps, realize that you are mak- 
ing your error as sacred as God's truth, and just 
as replete with the essence ol salvation ; unless 
you daringly assume that you have graviiated 
since 1882 so far beyond your farmer selves and 
your ancestors as to be now infallible. 
Do you assume this responsibility ? 


In 1783, 1822, and 1835, the Annual Meeting 
positively and in the most absolute language forbade 

the taking of interest for money loaned, and cited 

the Gospel as direct and explicit authority. 

In 1856 permission was granted to take inter- 
est for money loaned. Here are decisions diamet- 
rical antagonistic to each other, made by the same 
church, and in one instance or the other, an error 
was committed. Both can not in the nature of 
things be according to the Gospel. 

I might, in this connection refer to Sunday 
schools, high schools, and a dozen other cases 
where the modern decisions of Annual Meeting 
fully and fairly contradict those of years gone by, 
and both ancient and modern edicts bear the most 
solemn assurance that they arc the interpretation 
of the spirit of the Gospel; but I shall not follow 
this theme any further than to establish the 
point in controversy. 

Upon the subject of rebaptism, it was decided 
in 1848 as follows: 

Art. 8. "Ought we to receive any person into 
the church without baptism, having been baptized 
by any other order of people ? 

Ans, "Considered that this yearly meeting ad- 
vise to be very careful in this matter, and give it 
as their unanimous conclusion, that it would be 
better to admit no person into the church without 
being baptized by the Brethren." 

While this is not a positive grant, it is likewise 
not a positive prohibition. Perhaps have been re- 
ceived into full fellowship, baptized by other de- 
nominations. And when it is considered that the 
query embraces individuals coming, perhaps from 
denominations of widely different practices, and 
having been baptized by single immersion, even, 
which is as likely bb any other way, the advice to 
be "very careful," and it would be "better" not to 
admit such into full fellowship, contrasts strangely 
with the spirit extracted irom the Gospel in 1883, 
so much so, as to almost make the two antipodal ; 
when we consider that the mandate of 1883 prohib- 
its accepting such as have been baptized according 
to the commands of Christ and the recognized 
faith and practice of your church from the days of 
Alexander Mack. 

{To be continued.) 


Directness in Prayer. 

Dr. James Hamilton tells the story of a dying 
child in Scotland, whose father and mother were 
kneeling by the bedside, when the latter asks the 
former to pray. The good man is one of those 
who has only one form of prayer, and he proceeds 
with his usual "exercise" as far as "Lord turn 
again the captivity of Zion ; then shall our mouth 
be filled with laughter, and our tongue with sing- 
ing." The good wife can endure this no longer, 
and interrupts him with, "Eh ! man, you're aye 
drawn out for thae Jews, but it's our bairn that's 
a deein," at the time clasping her hands and cry- 
ing, "Lord help us 1 Ob, give ub back our darling, 
if it be thy holy will ; and if he is to be taken, oh, 
take him to thyself." 

All form is not formalism, but there appears to 
be a tendency in all of us to drop into some form 
of unwritten liturgy, than which the prayer book 
is far better. I remember a saintly man, who has 
long since exchanged prayer for praise, whose pe- 
titions wore thus stereotyped. So familiar did they 
become, that most of the boys in our school could 
take them up at any point and repeat them to the 
end, and I know of one who has not forgotten them 
to this day. Once he introduced a special request, 
and his flounderings were painful and ludicrous 
until he reached firm ground again. His efforts 
were far better than none. 

A touchstone of devotion, it seems to me, 
is the directness, and vivid earnestness with which 
we put up our petitions. How eold these formal 
prayers seem at a revival : they indicate anything 
but a revival state on the part of the utterer. Pe- 
ter's prayer when he felt the cold waveB of Gal i- 
lee, was only three words long, but it brought sal- 
vation. Study the other prayers of the Bible, 
beginning with the model of all prayers, and no- 
tice how severely simple, yet how full of heart- felt 
meaning. When our prayers come from our con- 
sciences merely, they are sot apt to be very ex- 
plicit. — Sbl. 


New Brooms. 

"A new broom sweeps clean," and a new man 
in the church sometimes carries everything before 
him, completely overshadowing old, experienced, 
and faithful workers in the cause of God. 

We recollect an instance of a man who, we be- 
lieve, abandoned his profession of faith in Christ, 
devoting himself with more or lesB energy to a 
political, secular, and legal career. After pursuing 
this course for years, he, for certain seasons, was 
led to turn his attention to religious matters, and 
with his experience of political life, sailed in among 
the leaders of his denomination. Hoary-beaded 
ministers who had become gray in the service of 
the Lord, and whose garments had become 
threadbare while they toiled and preached the 
Gospel to the poor, were shoved aside to make 
room for this well-dressed, conceited, rash, unsta- 
ble, headstrong, imprudent and inexperienced man 
who hod been living in a backslidden state, serving 
the devil and making money, while they were 
weeping over the perishing and toiling to save 
souls. Bringing with him the arts and tricks of 
the cheaper class of politicians, and the oracular 
wisdom afforded by a limited legal experience he 
managed to keep on all aides of all questions. 
Endorsing one day what he denounced the next 
coaxing and threatening by turns, and scheming 
to secure office and honor, he very speedily 
demonstrated his utter unfitness for the positions 
to which he aspired, and proved himeslf more to be 
dreaded by his friends than by his enemies, and 
most dangerous to those who had the misfortune 
to give him their coufidenco and regard, and after 
a brief and unsuccessful career he sank back into 
his former obscurity. 

Similar incongruities have often appeared in 
connection with the temperance cause. Men from 
whom the mud of the gutter was haruly wiped, 
and whoae stock in trade consisted almost entire- 
ly of stories of their own follies, debaucheries, and 
crimes, have ridden over the heads of men who 
were their superiors in every respect except in 
their guilty knowledge of sins and abominations. 
Such cases are not of (infrequent occurrence. 
Young converts are proverbially zealous, but their 
zeal is not always according to knowledge, 

We may well question the wisdom which puts 
aside gray-headed men from the work which they 
have toiled to accomplish, and the institutions 
which they have built up; and younger persons 
who, as oons with their fathers have 

faithfully labored in the gospel : to make room tor 
well-dressed upstarts, whose only claim to promi- 
nence is the fact of their recent desertion from the 
enemies' ranks, and whose clothes are frequently 
better than their manners. It is all very well to 
welcome returning prodigals, and kill for them the 
fatted calves; it is also well to remember and rec- 
ognize the fidelity of those who have hazarded 
their lives for the Gospel's sake, aud have toiled 
long and faithfully while those prodigals were on 
their travels in a far country, and who, it is prob- 
able, may have to resume their toils when the 
prodigalB start again on another journey. — 
The Safeguard. 


Cvnseeratlon. 
To step out of self-life intoa Christ-life; to lie still 
and let Him lift you out of it ; to fold your hands 
close, and hide your face upon the hem of his robe 
to let Him lay his cooling, soothing, healing hands 
upon your soul, and draw all the hurry and fever 
from its veinB ; to realize that you are not a 
mighty messenger, an important worker of his, 
full of care and responsibility, but only a little- 
child with a Father's gentle bidding to heed and 
obey ; to lay your busy plans and ambitions con- 
fidently in his hands, as ths child brings its 
broken toys at its mother's call ; to serve him by 
waiting; to praise by saying, * Holy, holy, holy," 
a Bingle note of praise, as do the seraphim of the 
heavens, if that be his will; to cease to hurry so 
that you lose the sight of his face; to learn to 
follow Him and not to run ahead of orders;to cease 
to live in self and for self, and to live in Him and 
for Him ; to love his honor more than your own ; 
to be a clear and facile medium for hie life tides 
to shine and glow through— this is consecration, 
and this is rest. — Selected. 


